OLE O. HOUG
Ole O. Houg, a successful and prosperous citizen of Otter Tail county, was born in Norway on May 3, 1864, the son of Ole O. Houg and Gonner Gresby.  The senior Mr. Houg was a farmer in his native country.  He and his family made the ocean voage in 1869 and traveled direct to La Crosse, Wisconsin, where they lived for one year, the father working on a farm.  The next year the little family left La Crosse with an ox team on their long journey of some four hundred miles to Otter Tail county, where Mr. Houg homesteaded one hundred and fifty-four acres of land in sections 26 and 27, of Oscar township.  By the united efforts and hard work of the family the farm was developed and improved, good and substantial buildings erected and the father and mother lived until their deaths, some years ago.
Ole O. Houg was but five years of age when he came to the United States with his parents.  He was reared on the home farm and received his education in the common schools of his home township.  He has devoted his entire life to agricultural pursuits.  He was married in 1885 to Anne A. Lerbakken and they are the parents of the following children: Alfred, Clara, Olga, Otto, Frances, Regina, Arnold, Arthur, and Godvin.  Alfred and Clara are married.  The family are all active members of the Lutheran church.
The family located on the present farm some twenty-two years ago, which Mr. Houg purchased after the death of his father.  The original farm consisted of but one hundred and fifty-four acres.  Mr. Houg now owns three hundred and thirty-nine acres of well-improved land, with well-kept buildings, the frame barn having been built in 1914.  He does general farming and is a breeder of Shorthorn and Duram cattle and Poland China hogs.
Mr. Houg is a stockholder in the Carlisle Bank and the Farmers Elevator Company.  He is progressive and takes a keen interest in all public, education and religious work.  He has been a school officer of his school district for the past ten years.


