Life History of Anne Houg
By: Frances Houg Mobraten

Anne Houg was born in Norde Fron, Gudbrandsdalen, Norway on March 18, 1865.  Her parents were Amund Lerbakken and Karen (Bakken) Lerbakken.

She came to America with her parents, five brothers and one sister when she was five years old.

The family went directly to Conn Valley, Wisconsin where they stayed for a while before starting out for Minnesota, and Oscar Township.  Coming here from Wisconsin the traveled by boat for some distance and then continued their journey by ox-drawn covered wagons.

Arriving here they went first to the home of ____ Satern in Oscar Twp, the farm later known as the Satern and Erlandson farm.  Here their (kister) or trunks were unloaded and the family lived temporarily.  They also spent some time on the Ole Braget farm where Msr. Clara Lerbakken a sister-in-law resided, until their log-house was made ready for them on the farm which her father had homesteaded in Oscar Twp.  which later became the family home of her brothers, namely Anton Lerbakken.  (Incidently one of Anton’s sons, Justin Lerbakken and his family are living there now.
Anne’s trip from Wisconsin to Minnesota was saddened by the tragic drowning of her eleven year old Matthias when he fell from the boat into the waters of the Mississippi River.

Anne had been baptized in Norway and upon reaching confirmation age here in America was confirmed by Pastor S. Svenungsen in the Hedemarken Lutheran Church near Carlisle Minnesota on October 26, 1879.  She was a member of the first confirmation class listed in the records of the Hedemarken Church.  Ole O. Houg, whom she later married is also thought to be a member of this class.

On July 3, 1885 she was married to Ole O. Houg at the Hedemarken Church by Rev. Magne Langeland.  To this union nine children were born, five sons and four daughters, all of whom were baptized and confirmed by Rev. Magne Langeland with the exception of Olga, who was born and baptized during the family’s three year stay in Roseau, Minn. in Marshall County.
Except for these three years she has spent the rest of her life on her husband’s father’s farm, the Ole Olsen Houg farm, also located in Oscar Township, a mile and a half (1½ mi) north of Carlisle Village.

After the death of her husband in 1926 she moved to 603 E. Cavour Ave. in Fergus Falls. (This had previously been her father Amund Lerbakken’s home).
Throughout the years and after taking up residence in Fergus Falls she continued an active and faithful member of the Hedemarken Church as long as she was able.  Rev. Emil Salveson had served the congregation since 1923 – 1953.

Rev. Edward Barsness served 1953 – 1961.

Anne Houg was called by her Lord on Mothers Day, May 8, 1955.

May the Lord give us more mothers like these God-fearing pioneer Mothers.

Ole & Anne Houg’s children were:
George Alfred
Frances Alice (Mrs. J. P. Mobraten)
Clara Mabel (Mrs. Andrew Bakken)
Regine Mathilde

Olga Amalia (Mrs. Helmer Nelson)
Arnold Oscar

Otto Richard
ArthurSelmer

